
 

 

 
    PRESS RELEASE 
 
18 February 2018 
 
To: The Management Committees of all Racing Pigeon Associations, Federations, 
Combine Entities, One-Loft Entities, Show Pigeon Associations and subscribers to 
the ANRPB Inc. 
 
Re: Update 9 Rotavirus + Hall of Fame + Patron 
 
Rotavirus Vaccine 
The contract between Latrobe University and Treidlia Biovet and side agreement 
between Treidlia and the ANRPB have now been signed. 
 
Dr Mark White has now received the “package” and the Treidlia Biovet internal 
Research and Development for the “Manufacturing Stage” has commenced. This is 
required to ensure the technology is performing as it should when produced on a 
larger scale in a different laboratory with different equipment and staff. 
  
It is still too early to provide an exact timeline for when the vaccine will become 
available. However, Dr White believes that, if all goes smoothly, we do have a 
fighting chance of having the vaccine available before racing commences this year. 
A clearer picture should emerge over the next month or two. 
 
As previously advised Dr White is planning to make application for a permit that 
would allow pigeon owners to vaccinate their birds as per PMV. However, it is 
possible that this aspect of the application may not be approved by the regulatory 
authority because the rota vaccine is being produced by authority of a permit.  
 
The ANRPB strongly supports Dr White’s application.   
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The ANRPB has negotiated with Dr White for priority of access to the first batch of 
the rota vaccine for those who have contributed to the ANRPB Disease Management 
Fund.  
 
The ANRPB will provide further information with regard to vaccine distribution in the 
coming weeks, as should the distribution aspect of the permit application not be 
successful, then the vaccine will only be available via a veterinarian with whom 
owners have a vet/client relationship (i.e., inspects the birds before supply or has 
seen the birds in recent times for other reasons).  
 
Hall of Fame 
The Board is honoured to announce Graham and June Davison, of Wollongong NSW, 
as the inaugural inductees of the ANRPB Hall of Fame. 
 
Graham started racing pigeons around 70 years ago and the Davison partnership 
racing record of their “thoroughbreds of the sky” is without peer at Federation level 
in this county. With over 300 Federation wins and over 40 Aggregate Points wins 
they are indeed National treasures. Accordingly, they are well known and respected 
in overseas pigeon circles, and as Ambassadors for our sport.  
 
Graham is also well known for gifting birds for fund raisers and for travelling across 
the country as a guest speaker for special events. 
 
Sadly, due to ill health, Graham’s participation in the Davison partnership of his 
beloved hobby and sport has come to an end, with residual birds to be sold at 
auction in the near future. 
 
Without question Graham and June Davison are truly worthy inaugural inductees to 
the ANRPB Hall Of Fame. 
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The Board is also honoured to announce that Bill Lawry AM, has accepted an 
invitation to be the Patron of the ANRPB Inc. 
 

As a former Test Cricket Captain of Australia Bill Lawry is well known around the 
cricket playing world. Bill’s passionate cricket commentary has been beamed into 
our loungerooms for the past 35 years. However, Bill’s greatest passion, (as reported 
in the Weekend Australian Magazine in December 2016), was not for cricket but for 
racing pigeons. 
 

Bill unquestionably has deep respect for his birds’ homing capacity, fortitude and 
unswerving determination to stay on course, against all odds.   
 
Summary 
As reported in our January release Dr Mark White, of Treidlia Biovet, is of the view 
that we are in with a fighting chance of having a rota vaccine available before racing 
this year. Dr White maintains this to be the case. 
 

The ANRPB will endeavor to keep pigeon owners across the country reliably 
informed with developments over the coming weeks and months. 
 

The ANRPB acknowledges that pigeon fanciers across the country have experienced 
a “dark and trying period” caused by rotavirus mortalities. However, there is now 
sunlight at the end of that dark period of time. Consequently, all pigeon owners are 
encouraged to look forward with more optimism as racing and showing returns to 
normal later this year. 
 

Yours in Our Hobby and Sport; for and on behalf of the Australian National Racing 
Pigeon Board Inc. 
 
Greg Kakoschke  Chair: ANRPB Inc  
Press Release drafted by Greg Kakoschke and approved by Board Members 


