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26 February 2018

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The Australizn National Racing Pigeon Board [ANRPE) was established in response [0
the Australian Federal Gevernment's decision to update animal wetfare codes and
converl them into the Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines.

Anirmal Health Australia {AHA) was commissioned to produce, via a consultancy
process, Standards and Guidelines that now form an annexure to the ANRPE
National Code of Practice for the keeping of racing pigeond.

in May 2016 an unknown virus outbreak caused high mortalities in racing pigeons in
Parth Wi, The viruis was Initially mis-diagrosed.

in December 2006 there was an outbreak of the virus in Melbourne, Victaria, Once
again there was @ high mortality rate amangst racing and show pigeans. Genetic
testing identified that it was the same virus that had occurred in Perth; and was a

Rotavirus.

Botavirus has since spread throughaut Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland and
south Australia killing many thousands of racing and show pigeons.

The ANRPE has supported the efforts of Melboume veterinarian Dr Colin Walker and
s1aff of Agribio Vic/Latrobe University in developing a vaccine to protect racing and
show pigeons against rotavirus.

With contracts now signed the rotavirus vaccing has reached the intemal Rasearch
and Development of Manufactering Stage at Treidlia Biovet where Or Mark White s

wiwwLlinrpb.org

hstrlian Matiand] Racing Prgeon Deand Dn:

10T WS RN pary



ANRPB

IFVing Rasnery inteihe [Ny

utilizing his considerable knowledge and skills in the development of vaccines to
make the vaccine available prior to the racing and showing season in 2018,

The ANRPE Fully supports Dr Mark White.

The ANRPE asks that dectsion makers take inte censideration that pigeon owners
Australia wide are quite experienced In vaccinating their birds against disease.

Since the ntraduction of Pigeon Paramysovirus (PMY] in 2010, ownerd have been
reguirad to vaccinate their birds against this debilitating disease,

I most states owners are required 1o either sign a statutory declaration that their
birds have been vaccinatad against PMY; af have a minimum of two other fanciers
prasent whan their birds are vaccinated for PMV, who must sign to verify that the
ownier has waccinated thalr birds in accordance with the manufacturers
specifications. Newcastle Disease vaccine (used to prevent PMY] is available over the
CEIATar.

Hence pigeen owners hove the knowledge, skills and experience to administer a PMY

woccine to the manufocturers specifications; with the backup of governance
procedures én ploce. Therefors, the ANRPE would ask that consideration be given for

perrmilting Such arrangemants for the ratovirus wiccing, Le.; that the vocoine can be
supplied directly (o pigeon owners without the requirement ta go through
veterinarions.
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Fram the Australia wide pigeen froternity perspactive, the sooner the rofovirus
vacgine becomes available the better as we need to stop the spread of @ disease that
has caused the death of many thousonds of quite waliable birds,

Should you wish to clarify any issue raised in this correspondence please feel free to
cortact me on the number listed bebo.

¥ours faithfully, for and on behalf of the Australian National Racing Pigeon Board Inc.

Quazmiff =

Chair
. RFB Inc.
Tel (490 S0 926

Visit: www.anrpiLorg
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